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ONE YEAR OF VOTER REGISTRATION
IN MACON COUNTY, ALABAMA

MARCH 17, 1961 - MARCH 16, 1962

On March 17, 1961, Judge Frank N. Johnson of the Middle District of the
Federal Court in Alabame enjoined the State of Alabama and the County of Macon
from discriminating against Negroes applying to register as voters, and order-
ed the Board of Registrars to do several things to facilitate the registration
of Negro applicants. Between March 17, 1961 and March 16, 1962, seven
different persons served on the Board of Registrars, and accepted applications
from 1,64 Negro applicants during 41 working days, an average of 40,1l per
working day. Druing the same period (one year), the Board issued voter
registration to 1,320 Negro applicants, an average of 32.2 certificates per
working day, which is roughly four certificates to every five applications.
This is roughly 80% of those applying to register.

There was considerable variation in the number of applications accepted
pér registration day, the range being from four to 127. On four of the 41
working days, the Board accepted less than 10 applications each day, while
on six registration days the number of applications each day exceeded 100.

At the present time there is a full Board of three members who seem in-
clined to accept applications from as many as 100 persons per registration

dey if that number submits application forms. The big task now is to secure

enough Negro applicants to keep the Board busy on each registration day .




QURSTIONS AWD AWSWERS OF THF THIRD CONGRESSIOFAL DISTRICT ATABAMA,
MACON COUNTY, AND THE CITY OF TUSKEGFE

Congressional District

1. In what Congressional District is Macon County located?
Ans, The Third.

2. How many counties makeup this District?

Ans, Ten counties,

3. Name these counties,

Ans. Russell, Lee, Macon, Bullock, Barbour, Henry, Geneva, Coffee, Houston
and Dale,

4, Who is the Congressman from the Third Congressional District?
Ans. George Andrews.
5. %What is his term of office?

Ans. Two years.

6. May a Congressman succeed himself in office?

Ans. Yes,

Registration and Votine

7. How 0ld must a person be to vote in Alabama?

Ans. One mst be 21 years of age or over to vote in Alabama,

8. How lohg must a person reside in Alabema before he is eligible to vote?

Ans, One must reside in Alabama two years or more before he is elizible to
register,

9. How long must a person reside in the County before he is eligible to register?
Ans, One must reside in the County one year before he is eligible to register,
10, How long must a person live in a precinct before he is eligidble to register?

Ans, One must reside in g procinct three months before he is eligible to regis-
ter,

1l, How many precincts are there in Macon County?
Ans. There are ten precincts in Macon County.,.
12, How many boxes are there in these ten precincts?

Ans, There are 17 boxe

8 = six in #1; 3 in #9 and one each in the other 8 pre-
cincts,




Registration and Voting Contimued

13. Under what condition may a person register who cannot read and write?

Lns., One who is unable to read and write must pey taxes on at least $300 worth
of property to register.

14, 1Is it necessary to own property in order to register?

Ans, If one can read and write he does not have to own .property to be able to
register.

15, Who must pay poll tax?

ins. All citizens between the ages 21 and 45, who are not honorably discharged
veterens, '

16, What other class of citizens do not have to pay poll tax?
ins, A blind person does not have to pay poll tax?

17, Must a citizen register to vote before he can pay poll tax?
Ans. No,

18, If one registers after he is 45 years of age, does he have to pay two years
baclk poll tax?

Ans. Yo,
19, May sny cifizen who is a registered voter, vote an absentee ballot?

Ans, TFo, Only nersbns who are regsistered as absentee voters, servicemen away
from home and veterans who are in a hosnital, vote the abgentee ballot.

20, How much is vpoll tax?

Ans., Poll tax is $3.,00 the first time, and $1.50 each year thereafter.
21, Can a person be registered within ten days of an election?

fns, No one can register within ten days of an election.
22, VWho appoints the Boards of Registrars?

Ans. The Boards of Registrars are appointed by the Governor, State Auditor and
the Commissioner of igriculture and Industries,

23. Who are the present occupants of these positions?
ins. John Patterson, Mrs. Mary T, Garner and R, C, Bamberg, respectively,
2L, How meny members constitute a board of registrars?

Ans, Three, However, two are sufficient for a quorum,




Registration and Votine Continued

25, For how long a period does the Boards of Registrars serve?
Ans, The Board of Registrars serve for a period of four years.
26, How may the members on the Boards of Registrars be replaced?

4ns, Members of the Boards of Registrars may be replaced at anytime by a major-
ity on the State Board of Appointment,

27« What is the pay for serving on this board?
4ns. Each member is paid $10,00 for each day he serves,
28, Can the appointing board members succeed themselves?
Ans, No,

29. How often snd when does the Macon County Board of Registrars meet?

Ans, The Board meets to receive applications each 1st and 3rd Monday; five days
during the first week in July each year; 10 days in January each EVEN=NMiMNe=

bered year; 30 days for nrecinct registration each odd-numbered Year be-
tween October 1st and December 31st,

30. Does the Board meet officially on any other occasions?

Ans., Yes, The Board meets for six days in Jamuary each even-numbered year to
rurge the roll, and six days +he following February for hearing vrotests,

31. How many days may the Boards of Registrars talke during even-numbered years
to do precinct registration?

ins, The Boards may take up to 20 days in even-numbered years to conduct Pree=-
cinet registration.

32. How many days may the Boards take for clerical work, at which time it may not
receive applications?

Ans, Board may take up to 12 days for clerical work,
33. How often is the official voters! list printed?

4ins, The voters' list is published each even-numbered year,
34%. Who compiles the voters! list in Macon County?

Ans, The Judge of Probate,

State and County Officers

35« What is the term of office of the Governor?

Ans, Four years,




Pittsburgh Courier QO
August 11,1945 s

DENIZD VOTING PRIVILZGE: TUS IGESANS FILE APFZAL. Y

=

TUSICEGAE ,ALA.~ Twenty-five Negro citizens filed an appeal in the
ircuit Court here last week to force llacon Sounty registrars to
escind their act of July 2 when over 200 Negroes vere denied cer-
;ification for voting. The appeal is being pressed by the Tuskegee
ivic Association.

=t

Qeck i O

The appeal declares that during the registration period early in
July, more than 200 Negroes presented theaselves before the Board
of Registrars; that although information was recorded for more
than a hundred of then, only nine or ten received their cer tifi-
cates. The brief, filed by Atty. Arthur D. Shores of Birmingham,
named rs. George C. ‘iright and Virgil Guthrie as the registrars
who refused the certificates.

STRANOUS OFPOSITION

Attenpts on the part of any lerge number of Neégroes to vote in
llecon County have met with strenous opposition for many vears. The
Tuskegee Civic Association, under its president, Charles G,
Gomillion, early in 1942 threatened to file petitions in the Cir-
cuit Courts Following this threat the Bosrd of Registrars of lacon
County issued certificates to all legro citizens who applied.

Prior to this time a Negro applicant found it necessary to sscure
two vhite voters whe would "voueh® for him. This Prs ctice ended
when one of the members of the civic association challenged this
rule under threat to appeal. Such strong cpposition against the
voting oflNegroes in large numbers is believed to be found in the
population ratio. '

AR NIGRO ELZCTION

more than 27,000; 23,000 of whom were Nezroes end 4,000 of vhonm
were vhite reople. Thus the ratio of legroes to white people in
this county is mughly four to one. There is Obviously fear that

a lerge lfecro vote will result in the election of Negroes to office
in the county.

hccording to the 1940 census, llacon County had a population of J

Names of those filing petitions are as follows: Eim Ry Ammons,
ilatthew i, rlummer, *.D. Davis,Jr., Coylee T. Rice, James Brzdford
Saunders, llelvin G, Foss, Henry A Young, Seward C, D¥Neal, C.S.,
vWilliems, lir. end lrs. O.L. Les, Zdger D, Fuller, /illian T.
Peterson, John H, Drake, Z,.D. Dickerson, G.B,Smith, Ifilton P.
Crenshavw, Jemes li. Wood, Charles i, Smallwood, Payton H. Williams,
Daniel L. Beesley, John ¥, Davis, Alton Flemming, liack Havkins,
Doris Dunn and Letitia '/ashington Plummer.

JThe petition which asked that the court determine the qualifica-
tions of the petitions by jury, will probably be heard at the next
term of the Jircuit Court in October,




State and County Officers Continued

36, Can the Governor succeed himself in office?
. Ans, He cannot.
37. What are the duties of the Ppblic Service Commission?

Ans, The Commission regulates public transportation, utilities (water, lights,
televphone and natural gas service, etc.).

38. Who are the present members of the Public Service Commission?

Ans, The members of the Commission are Mrs. Sibyl Poole, C. C., Owen and Joe
Foster,

39: Who is the Probste Judgze of Macon County?
Ans, William Varner.
40, What is the term of office of the Probate Judge?
Ans. Six years.
41, Can the Probate Judee succeed himself?
Ans, Yes.
42, Who is the County Sheriff?
Ans. E, Preston Hornsby.
43. What is the term of office of the Sheriff?
Ans, TFour years.
L4, Can the sheriff succeed himself?
Ans. Yes.
L5. Who is the custodian of the courthouse?
Ans, The Sheriff of the county.
46. How many Revenue Districts are there in Macon County?

Ans. There are four,

L7, How many members are there on the Macon County Board of Reverue?

Ans, There are five members,




State and County Officers Continued

48, Since there is only one member from each district, how does the Board get
its fifth member?

Ans., The four elected members of the Board hire the fifth member who serves as
ite presiding officer and executive assistant,

49. What is the term of office of each elected member?
Ans, TFour years,

50. Are all members of the Board elected at the same time?
Ans. No., Two Board members are elected every two years.

51. Are the members elected required to live in the district they repres?nt?
Ans., V¥o,

52. Who are the nresent members of the Macon County Board of Reverue?

Ans. Charlie Huédleston; JP,, Virell Gutﬁrie, John T, Dyson, F. Conyers Thomp=
son and Pd, Laslie, Chairman,

53. May the members of the Board succeed themselves in office?
Ans, TYes.
5ke What is the salary of the Board members?
4ns. $250,00 each, per month.
55. How many members are there on the Macon County Board of Bducation?
Ans. There are five merbers on the Macon County Board of Education,
56, Name the present members of the Macon County Board of Education.

Ans, William Gowan, Madison Davis, Mrs. H, 4.
Harry Raymon, Chairman,

Torbert, Dr., W, D, Ogletree and
57« How long are the members of the Board elected to serve?

Ans, Board members are elected for six years.
58. Are 2ll members elected at onec time?

Ans, They are elected on a two, two, one basis,

59+ Can the members of the Board succeed themselves in officef
Ans, Yes,




State and County Officers Continued

60, Must the Board members live in the School District they represent?
Ans. No,

61, Who is the State Representative from Macon County?
Ans, Grady Rogers.

62, Who is the Senator representing Macon County in the State ILegislature?
Ans. L. K. indrews of Union Springs.

63. What is his term of office?
ins. TFour years,

64, Does Vacon County's Senator always come from Bullock County?

Ans., Fo. The Senator from this 26th Senatorial District comes from Macon snd
Bullock on a rotating basis,

65. In what Judicial Circuit is Macon County situated?
Ans. The 5th,
66, What counties comprise this circuit?
Ans. Tallapoosa, Macon, Lee, Chambers and Randolph,
67. Who are the Judges for thig district?
Ans, The Judees are Albert Hooten, Hubert Benson and William L. Dickerson,
68, What is the term of office of these judees?
Ans, Six years,
69. lay they succeéd themselves?
ins. Yes,
70. Who is the Solicitor for the Fifth Judicial Circuit?
ins. Tom Youne.
71s What is the term of office for the Solicitor?
ing, Six years,

72, May he succeed himself?

Ans, Yes,




City Officers

73e UWho is the Mayor of Tuskegee?
Ins, Phil M, Lightfoot,

7He What is his term of office?
ans. Pour years.,

75. How many members are on the City Council?
Ans. Five,

76. Are all elected at the same time?
Ans, Yes,

77« Are they elected gity-wide or by wards?
fns, They are elected city=-wide,

78, Are Council members permitted to succeéd themselves?
Ans, Yes,

79« o are the present members of the City Council?

4ns, The present members are Asa Vaughn, Roy B, Corbitt, G, B

L. D. Gregory and Foy Thompson,

=

e I

dwards, Jr. and

Provided as a public service by the Voter Franchise Cormittee of the

Tuskegee Civic Association, Ausust 15, 1960.
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DENIED VOTING PRIVILEGE: TUSKEGEZANS FILE APPZAL,
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tions of the petitions by jury, will probably be heard at the next
term of the Gircuit Court in Ontober.
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FACT SHE'T ON VOTER REGISTRATION IIl MACOHN COUNTY, ALABAIA

June 1959

Macon County has a population of 30,551 (as of 1950 census)
27,38, are Negroes; 3,177 are white,

Only 1,110 Negroes are registered voters
3,016 white citizens are voters.

For the 12 year period prior to June 10, 1959, iacon County was without a
functioning Board of Registrars for 3 years, 10 months. The Board resigned
and no nev board was appointed for varying periods: 18 months, 8 months,

5 months, 16 months, etc.

In Macon County, 19% of all Negroes 25 years of age or older have a high school
education,

lacon County ranks first in percentage of Negroes in the State of Alabama who
possess college degrees.

From 1951 thru 1958, 1585 Negroes applied for voter certificates
510 certificates were issued...32%.

Yhen a Board of Registrars meets in Hacon County, Negroes make applications in
rooms separate from whites.

The Alabama legislature created a special committee "to recommend any legisla-
tion it thinks necessary to keep Negroes in liacon County from gaining politiecal
control," liontgomery Advertiser, (Feb, 18, 1959)

From January, 1959 to June, 1959 a total of 252 unregistered Negro citizens of
lHacon County petitioned the Alabama State Board of Appointment to appoint a
Board of Registrars for lacon County. No answer was received,

The Alabama Bureau of Vital Statistics peports that 1 9020 Negroes are born in
Macon County each year and only 297 die, giving a sustained increase of 723,

At the present rate of issuing certificates to Negroes, it would require 203
years to register the approximately 13,000 unregistered Negroes in liacon County
who are now 21 years of age or older.

The Tuskegee Civic Association has petitioned the Congress of the United
States to pass a law providing for the federal regulation of voter registration.

Please write your senators and representative urging them to support such
a measure,

Thank you,
TUSKEGE CIVIC ASSOCIATION

BOX 467
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama
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The approximately 636 vﬁe—seeking:upp'icanfs who appeared at

the Macon County Courthouse Monday, Nov. 21 to get signed up |
as voters missed out but saw a.”ng registration” sign go up, The

ing up the sign were identified as Wheele

.?.ign read: “No registration
vaded by agents of the Injustice Depgfxment (sic) Degt.",]fhe-pézg
son looking on is not identified. |/ BlEn, g Ay ¢ _ 4
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Ition 'oé'atiéfﬂ'é% Moniday after the
registrars were , ordered to_op_ent
the -records by: a-.;.U-.S;-d:stn;_l
court. « 5 - LR T e L.l_;l
*Complaints "of . prejuice  agains
Evegroes'in,x'jeg_istrau,on resulted

[

in the records inspection. I

Macon Voter Investigation - :
The temper of the Federal Départment of Justice
investigation of voter registration in Macon County
could have been prevented.- There was never anything
to be gained by bellicose posturing and. belligerent
statements challenging the federal agents to attempt
a look at the records. These acts and words only: con-
firmed the impression everywhere in the nation that
Macon and-Alabama have something to hide. - All we
-~ néed do in Alabama is register applicants on the sole
» ‘basis of qualification and then make the records avail-
~.able to those officials authorized to ‘see  them. _
~ Where there is denial of voting rights on any basis

. other than failure to meet the qualifications set down

in law, action to set aside such denial may be expected.
> Both Alabama and Federal law extend the franchise
without regard to any extraneous considerations such
as religion, race and financial status. Public opinion
- the country over is demanding that the constitutional
" guaranty protecting voter- rights be enforced. - We do
. hot believe that in Alabama there have been many
-~~~ recent instances of unfair and illegal registrar actions,
~— Whenever it is necessary to submit to investigations,
however, the impression is spread that violations of
the voting laws is tlie rule *he‘r_e.:., ![ -24 é D

The U.S. Supreme Court decision in the Tuskegee
redistricting and boundary dispute has far-reaching
implications. The ruling holds that the legislative act
gerrymandering the Tuskegee Institute and VA Hos-
pital areas outside Tuskegee city limits is violative of
the 15th Amendment. It opens the door the nation over
for suits aimed at abuses .inhergnt_:'ingérrymandeﬂng.

NEIL O. DAVIS, Editor -and -Publisher -
GRAHAM McTEER, Managing Editor
HENRIETTA W. DAVIS, Asscciate Editor
ALMA N. SHA_FFER. Woman's Editor
W. HAMPTON ROYSTON, Circulation Mgr.
- Subscription Price $3.50. in County, $4.00 Elsewhere. -
Plus 3 percent Alabama Bales Tax !nj-stu_;o AR
Entered as second-class matter August 28, 1937, at the post office at
Auburn, Alabama, under the act of March 8, 1879, Published every e
’ at 123 Tichemgr Ave., Auburn, Alabama. ;
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TELL IT TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN!
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{to” matde._two new,yg m‘ﬁ wboard, emphatically -denie gistered_since ‘the board Yook of-
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a5 defe tz .2ty said-Wheeler Dyson- of Tuske-|only: five white persons have been
Jouit e /_2 i on_‘ gee in _ replying to William_ Pijadded: to_ the voters ist_jin._that
| He' also ‘allowed _ﬁmha;! sMitchelPs- complaint - that  th eftime

Dﬁ‘parfment tw*amend a year- - spoand. takes: too.1oag 1o consider| Dysoii sald some . mlsunder_
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Wheeler Dyson,: one of the - fwo.
bﬂarge memberst ne ed }‘..:"We]l, .

AIW?Y“ I don’t plan w;
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tr.vmg o do what’sf '
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; ainst, &% ca'nbshleft‘ wnthoutrwaxhng “tojarove rom. ;

\gr0. vot;sf,,gMa, e called. .., . .~ . -~Atthat rate, he added, there|.
con' Cénnty, ‘where Negma out:' 4 “Mitchell, who is executwe TS6c- }.vont be a reglsteied‘ Negro woter| -
mumber white residents nearly. retary of the ‘Tuskegee: Civie|ll Macon'County” in 50 years. 14
6-1 but where there are twice as  -"Assn.; aNegro- organization, pro:|
many white as Negro voters. . Jitested ‘that at"the- rate the board|
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Negro Leader ( ,uestwns
Macon Board Smcerzty

TUSKEGEE tAP) — A Negro
leader Wednesday charged the

Macon. County - viti

gro’ county:
William . P, Mrtchell

in reglstrauon Jma-i

one. Negro. ;
"Judgmg -from - the dlscrun.[na-

chalrman tory -and = slow-down - tactics -em-

of the ‘Votér Registration C o m.|Ployed by the. board,” Mitchell’s

mittee of the Tuskegee Civic|letter said,

‘Assn., made public a letter tolif ‘the present ‘members accepted|yoie

Gov. John Patterson. Tt ques-

tioned sincerity of the newly ap- nty fairly.”
cou air

wv| Negroes outnumber Wh.lf:&s the - Macon -County. courthouse.

about 6 to 1°in Macon: Colinty the - board examined only“five

pointed Board: of Registrars,

There was no immediate reply,
from -Patterson, who is chairman
which ap- but whites hold a 21 voting edge;

of the ‘state board
points: registrars.
of the
Wheeler
unavailable for comment,

Mitchell  complained that the
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The chairman
-Macon * County - board,
Dyson of Tuskegee, was|state, Rep. Grady Rogers and

“we - seriously : doubt

appointment . with ' -the - ‘view of
serving all the peop!e oi this

Macon- - Cnuntys * registration
machinery came 1o a halt. whern

E. K L:vmgston reszgned as reg-
istrars in - December, 1958 ‘The
U.S. Civil Rights -Commission|
had ordered ‘an mmtagatmn of
Negro voting complaints in- Ma-
‘con- and -five other- South Ala—
bama 'counties. i

sincerity ‘and - good faith of ‘the}
present board of reglstrars
charged

1. The_ board met in the; {
rTexas community June 6 ‘and an-
nounced a.-policy of taking only
one applicant at a time, (_ng!'
one of: the -16 Negroes ‘who ap-
peared - there was' permitted ‘to

apply for regxstratlon Fo ui'—
‘voters during’ this period  due to|
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board, which - took . ofﬁce two white .persons were allowed to
months ago after a 13-month/apply.

ration/breadkown
scrimination, an old|chinery, has reglstered onl ¥/
refrain - in: this predommant]y Ne- -

Mitchell’s letter qhestlomng the/in- !
~;|for..three -hours.: A -board ‘mem-

ittla[D

o Negro was. reg:stered to
“lvote in Macon Caunty during

<2 - Even though it permits only
one” Negro o apply.-at a time,
‘|the ‘board has allowed: two “white
persons - to_ file sunultaneuusly
5 requlres Negroes to -copy
Sllong passages from- the US. Con:
stitution but does not ‘always in-
“this“ rule -in reglstermg
white persons.®
4. At"a June 20 meeting  at

persons.  No' Negroes - were  al-
lowed" to ‘make application.

5. On' Ju]y 5 the Macon - Coun-
ty -board failed to meet af the
announced place of registration.
When _its - new meeting. place
was- discovered, two Negroes and
two._ white. persons.--appeared to
register: The board -accepted ap-
plications * from 1ihe white appli-

qcants and:three others who came

-\;;One iof. the Negr
iwas. called ‘in and. instrifcted to
copy. from the Us: Conshtutlon

ber took his.-paper from him and
announced * that - “the “board will
be back - next yea :
for the' day. - -

1959 " “Mitchell wrote the. gover-

‘We lost- - Negro. registered

out-migratmn ~and _-deatbs, reduc-|
mg our - number “from 1110 to
ms ”"”. .
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igent standards-for Negroes; and
fvotens.> - v ;
- bivormNG age -
|*|~-The" ‘complainf “noted that’ in

.| -{of: Macon’ County whites. of-voting
| age - were. registered, . while only|:

.| '[about. 8 per cent of Negroes of
‘L voting_age. were registered.

- “Accused Of Blocking
. Negro ‘Registrations '
. A new federal attack has’ beén
“launched at alleged-discrimination
- Against prospective Negro. voters
“in Macén ‘County. . - T

T« Jhe JGsﬁm Dept..:,seekiﬁg- to
“ make the - state “of

- Tegistrars ‘are confifiuing to keep
" Negroes ‘off the voter rolls “pur-
- ‘Suant -to'a pattern or: practice.”

3

 Whedler
_ald Scott ‘as defendants. - :

' = The otiginal ‘suit, filed in Feh.|.
. ruary 1959, was dismissed by US.|:

~District: Judge Frank M. John-

».Son .Jr. . Johnson :held that thel -

|as.a party defendant. It was slse

|ers- is part of a systematic pat-
: : . *ftern.- A

e B, Alabama af - 22
. defendant in - an ~amended 1929} » > G i 2
eI ‘Macon Countel |Gallion contends that the two new|
" Suit, charges that. Macon County - | registrars, Dyson and Scott,  cais-
.|Bot. be legally brought into the
||amended suit, Sk
~u-Lhe: complaint' also 'seeks to)'-
.- add new Macon County registrars |
Dyson and Charles Don- |,

~state. could not be ' brought  into
~the. suit- under .the 1957: Civil
~Righte: Aoty = opnito oy
.g;mE_GISTRARs: RESIGNED - i
.-~ Also grounds. for the dismissal
«-Was: the fact that -the- registrars
-.named in the suit, E.
~-ston: and: Grady Rogers, had te.
+ . The new complaint alleges that
-the: Macon : County board -syste-
.~matically. ‘blocks Negro: attampts
-at wegistration by . .. =
. ~—Taking: applications :at places
3 -.-other;:than]';“t}ie - i
- ‘which the | -of prospective Ne-
-.gro: applicants' liver- .-
. —Prolonging the: time ‘required

- Refusing to take more thas
One prospective applicant into the
registration office: at a timer

- —Admitting whites. before -Ne-

es. i5. L :Tw’ mi‘v_#.-to?egis-

P.‘ III- i .
Gy ’ might register, kept irregular and !
|unreasonable hours, and pro-

S Fom Page 1 -

reﬁster%_qualifiedf gro

1958 - approximately 97- Per-cenit

- Negroes. outnumber whites by|
almost ‘5 to 1 in Macon County, |’
where the Negro college, Tuske-
gee~ Institute, is located. 5
" The 1960 Civil Rights Act, it
was set out in the new suit, al-
lows the state- to'be brought - in

observed that the act authorizes
the U.S. Attorney General to find
out if diserimination against vot. |

Alabama Atty. Gen, MacDonald

WRITTEN ARGUMENTS _  *

Judge Johnson has “instructed
attorneys on -both: sides to file|
written arguments in the case on
Oct. 7, following *which he wiil
decide whether the Justice Dept.
can proceed with its suit. =

In the original suit, the Justice
Dept. had charged that Negroes
in Macon had been discriminated
against for many years by the
board of registrars; Shie

Among other things, it charged :
that the - registrars failed to re-|:
veal the times at which voters|'

longed the registration process to|’
discourage Negro applicants.




-and’ that the
oined - as de-

s ' decision -that Regis-

of state attorneys that-the
state .and  the ;mw registrars

pired in: the - suit;

- “Johnson’

1

heeler Dyson- and

Donald Seott: can . be
ithe  ob*

%]

& possible in-|
state -officials,

T~

W

\accountable.-for .acts performed
by -their: predecessors in: (ﬂd
“'But ‘the” “amended - ‘complaint

charged ‘Wheeler and -Scott with

continuing -illegal “acts® practiced
~The 'question’ of “a’

trars

-

.by

“filed

-

.:0 k.

after “the resignation’ of

4

state could

Feg-|
di

su
aimed “at

e

'3

“charges the

‘amended’ complaint.
with tactics

be made a defendant in- the

“The Suprenie Court, on appe
“ea
trars

g quali-
gﬂl the

ectii

rlier- one,.

N-egroﬁ L_ outaum iber

con

- Coty

whites - are- fegis-

%

-|statute = of - limitations' ‘had ~ex-

|fendants, - .

S. attorney general canJohnson ibrushed aside  conten-
v -a fed-lwere: incorreetly j

‘of “discrimination agaifist
0 yater  applicants

g'the ‘State  of Alabama- and|tic

added - as; defendants ~to -t he

“|amended ' suit included. ;the  ob
|servation-that they cannot be held

.\to-prevent Negroes from- register-

.| Charles*
ling to vote.~

tiare intoicourt to answer

two “new

4

eral judge has ruled. - -

it
brin

char,
" Negr

- <U.S. Distriet * Judge - Frank N

yineluding the registrars, - awaits

later court-proceesings:

| /'The original - compla
i|last year, was thrown

:|Johnson

| junction “against’

;|registrars named in'the suit.” -

j{later “held that the

R )

‘|couraging or prevertin,
|fied- Negroes {from

-{voter rolls.- -

5|18

o Though

#Iwhites-in” Ma

d{most five- to o
-itwice as many.

d|tered. to vote. -
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The. ~Macon. gnunt‘_zi
y t:ion Board - Cha;inna
Dyson turned over the keys ‘to his

counfy court house here to :ederal

attorneys Ben ' Brooks and John | 7

. Archibold Monda.y 'I‘he two Te-
- presentatives of the U..S: Aftor-
ney General’s office have been- ex-
-fa.mixmtlng those’ “records’ during

Scott, left the government law-
L yers free to go through au their
g BGOI‘dS Tm

A note of wry: humor was in-
~Jected into the otherwise serious
situation by-the sign posted out-
~side the board office, which read

- *“No Rrgistration Today! This of-

fice invaded by agents of the IN-
< ‘Justice Dept” [l Bphes oD
U. 8. District Judge Frank M.
Johnson' ruled. last Thursday that
~the Justice Department could see
- the records to seek evidence of
their contention' that Negroes
~have been refused the privileges
-of voting. The judge also denied
~the State’s request that they be
_‘allowed to see records on which

Records In Maton- i

wrweler-.

s

i

! “Tuesday,
“the ‘week. in response to a federal ||
court order. Dyson and the .other ||

Gw ‘John Patterson laid™ Ala-
~bama’s racial woes. squarely” at
the: feet .of the Republican Party|"
- declaring - that . Ala-
bamians who vote for Nixon wounld

' member of the “®oard, Donald || o, croorsing’ the suits brought

\&é charges.were based. /

OVRie fiis A "\...?J‘

-”'or State R;czal Woes

" office and the  records’ at the |l - -

| should use their" mﬂuence, if they

agamst the state by the federal
government. .

Patterson said ‘the recent smt
by U. S. Atty. Gen.! William ' P.
Rodgers against the Macon Board
of ‘Registrars-and other state
‘officials - “‘is=an “insult to ‘every
office” holder and every cltxzen in
Alabama” @

“T hinkc" the Alabama Repui»
licans and the citizens for Nixon|,

‘have any, to get an “apology {rom
Nixon and Rogers,” he added.
_He said the suit ﬁied in" Macon
was based on" complamts from 20
Negroes who- said”they -had been
denied “the’ nght to vote because
of ‘their race. ‘ iy
SENT INVESTIGATORS

“I"sent my mvestxgators over
there to.investigate .and-I found
that only two ‘of the 20 complain-|
ing Negures have even tried to

register since the néw board was ngh

appointed,” _ha said.. "And’ one| "
of these was ‘registered . to: vote.
This proves beyond ‘a shadow: of
a doubt- that the” suit" was' filed|

to. get wvotes: for-Nixon: from I:he.e

Negro tmnonty groups in: the
North.”

‘Patterson, at hmes ﬂushmg w:th
anger, said the Republicans would|
“try anything they ‘can-in'the
dying days of: the -campaign’’ ‘to
win. He accused the GOP 'of *‘stir-

= pubheah‘atfnmey general. The
.'governor conceded, However, that

effm-t to dxscredlt Democraﬁc
nomninee ' John Kenndey.

~He even suggested-the Repubh— !
cans might:have been behind- the|:
developments : Sunday ‘in’ Puerto
Rico where leaders of the Catholic|
Church urged their .members: not|
to votg Ior the mcumbent PI‘ESI— z
dnet: £ g
GOT '1'0 WATCH DI(’:K' : !

*I wouldn’t. put it past them,"
Patterson .declared. “You've got
to. watch Tricky Dick. There’s not
much “he wouldn’t do., He’ﬂ slick
tolks if he cam? - :

‘Patterson also. pomted ouf. that_
every civil rxghts suit ﬁled against
Alabam by the’ federal 'govern-
ment has been’ initiated by a Re-

there had been no- Democratlc
atto‘mey genera] in office since the
1954 ‘schiool integration. decision of

the s

I‘hegownorwasalso'ﬁslf@d it}
it was his belief that racial sits
against Alabama- would - core. to
an-end in the: ven[: Kennedy was

- “T don't -‘know, I'm ‘not” saymg
‘we would 1ot be sued by a Dem:
ocratic’ attomey general * he siad.
"“‘But we do know ‘what had hap-
pened- to us ‘under ‘a:Republican
attomey general.” I'm not” saying

ring up the religious issue” in an

‘we won't be:sued by ‘the Demo-
cratic leaders of- Congress rather
than with' Repubhcan leaders 4
*MUM ON KING:

~ Patterson 'was asked for com
{'ment on’ action by Kennedy lead-
ai:s seeking the mieme«ﬁf Negm
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| - yoters asked. “How ‘nany
| “bubbles - in_bar of ‘soap?”’
tLomsmna Yoter, rolls de-
.= nied-to FBI agents

‘I'USK‘.EGEE Ala, — “In 50
years there won't be a -Tegis-
tered -colored: voter in’ ‘Macon

County,’” the. executive: secre-
taryafthe'.l‘usk egee Civic As-
sociation charged-as 'he -ac-

istrars of a.slowdown.
-William P. Mitchell said the
board: takes too long to con-
sider applications -from - pro-
spective ' colored voters. He
said that under the board’s
‘present “schedule only 30 ‘col-
‘fored persons will be register-
{ed-in-a year, but 65 others
will-die or move from the
: cm.mty in-that time.

- Af that rate, he added, there

fer-left in 50 years.

" WHEELER DYSON, chair-
'man of the regxstratmn ‘board,
emphatxcally denied
ﬂ_g'ge, the -second
g ﬁccnsa'mn made by

5 500 TUSKEGEE. Page 2

-

&kn MJSSISSIPPI, wmﬂd'be'

won’t be a2 smgle colored vot- |

the| -
llslow_ i

SR PO T DA

iy - -

—

cused- the county vote reg-| -

. were still working:

*  white

——Tuskegee

(Ccn!hud from page 1)

in May, 1956.

Mitehell - Thursday b b?éaﬁ?ﬁmé‘%ﬁ'
“It's a bunch of pmz: reports that colored mtizetgg
g?:oyn sgltdabltofins true, g:;;gbeen purgicfl fré:m
On Monday 11, calored and| CURET i o i in the worl

three white persons showed
up for registration' when the
board met. Each - applicant
was ‘given a number and told
to; wait until he was caIled in
!or e.xammaﬁon ;

It took more.than two hours
to mterview the ﬁrst two in

- MITCHELL : !_’RQTESTED
that at the rafe . the - board}:
moved some of the prospec-
tive voters would have to wmt
months.

He said he got numbers in
the 70’s while the registrars
on num-
bers in the feens, assigned to
other licants at earlier.
reﬁgdxn sessions. The two
co called” Mon-
day had low numbers.” . -

son ' insisted, however,
that all - specﬁve -voters;
colored, are treat-

ed alike.
Mitchell said o one col-

ored ‘has - reg-
: terege;‘iocl; the -board took|

ages — who live in the coun

are registered to vote._ {
“We register them all jus‘!

; 'alike," Montgomery saxd, #$Jf lthe -now elected governor, George

and four nther Southern coun:
ties. Thecallfor.;faproba‘i,si
based on reports of a e

colored voters recently.
‘Montgomery - said Gwinnett
currently has about 1,150 col-
ored voters and 19,500 white
'voters on the books. :

and probal
it,” he no

colored voter’s name has
been stricken from the list
sinee 1956 ~other than some
who have died or had moved
from the county.

CE ’Department

office May 15. Dysen said on-rajso is - investigating com

‘registrar of voters.

atithe. ofﬁce, asked Mrs.
Mge Lucky for pérmission t0
photugraph the rolls, - she ‘1o
the. county- district at-
to ney, Albin : Lassiter,” who

used the est.
Lasmstet regu refused

ly five white ofis .- have |plaints “of - regls&atmn
- /been.added to the voters’ list crimination against colored
in that t:me. TR - |eitizensin Union County, Fla
18 and Bolivar, LeFore and For-
INMONROE,LA.twoFBIrest counties_in M
agents-were refused access to|Officials in all these co
the of the Ouachita Par-|denied. any -discriminatio

*“{Some said they would we
en the agents appeared A i

come an inspection. -

“From ‘Hattiesburg, -
came of dxsnnmina
tion -against colored . voters.
Colored vote: applicants - ~com-

also

for
algeadyobtainedbythemlnrdsmtmw

'ﬁongressmnal ‘District “here. :
- Greene polled 2,207 votes; to|
¢ Lee’s 1,160.

} emur. -Bert  Haltom led oppo-

1| Allen’s. 1,812 votes:

11,089 votes to 449 for deGraffen-

“A lot.of them have died} o
shbnldn’tbe ool

But, he sa:d, no ‘white - or,

mspectthimrec--

-No. 7 on the State'D
ic Committee for' -the 3rd.

MaconCountyw oneofthe
few ‘in- south Alabama to ‘back

effort. ‘The 'Tusea-
loosa: senator drew 2,361 votes to

Cu Wallace’s 1,555.
“In the race for heutenant gov

fient Jim Allen with 1340vm;esta

_Richmond Flowers polled 2,277
votes in ‘the race for: attorney
general - while - d Idvmgstﬂﬂ
ireceived- 1,499.

TUSKEGEE Sin obert O}
Gneene edged out 0. P. Lee for|

Ryan deGraffenried in his. Tosing|
gubernatorial

.*mm-u"

“Wallace ran seco m Macon

ried, who placed-third. James: x

Folsom led the' ticket with 2,242}
votes. MacDonald -Gallion polledi

-pr\ﬁt
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ored PeoR
gf coloTer,

pat S vgte majority in Tuesday’s Demo-

' fo TI0 coloT

Ppoard
demonsiT®

3 “cratic Primary but failed to carry

b . it failed
Yy “&% year 2017 } Macor County. The big Tuskegee,
has ' poxes g

“where the Negro vote is

concentrated . went heavily. for

an

4 Heay Court Friday asking
agents copied ;
tion. ) %y o 3 f‘; Dlnzu:ec.
He also renewed his déntand for

Copi&s of wri s
received :;v the lft;?in complaints|,

ment ffpm 20 Ne
a pending suit
County re

Johnson Jr.  took
action on_the state’

i~ Py

- MONTGOMERY., Ala :
OMERY, Ala., Dec,
(#—The state 'of-:AIabach t?a_s'
asked for a court: ‘order to make; ~.
eral agents- tell - what voter
|registration records'they have
made‘co‘pie;s of*in Macon County
The.Justice Department started
m,]:‘lmkmspecl:uu:: of registration files

no- immediate
S motion,

®

A

eral govern-|
groes named in|’
: against M ;
gistration authnﬁtizsmn
U. S. Dist. Judge Frank i

‘Ryan deGraffenried and the re-

er of the county could not

IR - =
A = e et X

o w
&
-3
&
g
&
g
e

z"q"'q .ﬁ‘;:.{_ ks LS uu—\"'_m w
e : _
= ks
(] !
&
s
E‘.
g

bicked_ up 1,446 - more “votes
187  Tuesday’s- Tunoff to - strength:
‘{en his lead over George C. Wals

“|Returns - showed deGraffenried|

|during the primary on May

the needed Himber of votes T

lace “in the race for governor.

received 2,361 votes Tuesday. !Jt
Wallace’s - 1,5%5. DeGraffenr'edll;
polled 449 votes to Wallace's 1,089|B

| In the race for lieutenant govs|

voters - gave “Robert 'C. Greene|:

- 24 f " BRy - E ¢ [ - 2
n’ly =" 7 t R 5§ o gz} 4 : 7 1
beenre- 52 Al R o LAPEEN el T e T O
MW | LR “ t* 2 1
Bacaa, Yoles With 1

. .George C. Wallace, making his'
sécond bid for the governor’s of-
fice, won a smashing 70,000-odd

| counties in the state gave @eGraf-

% | state’s No. 2 post. _
‘{ ~Richmond Flowers had & com-
|'manding lead in the county in

lin tne state by a large majority.

‘Haltom  carried . Macon . County

| House' member, Frank Boykin, of

‘muster the margin to overcome
| his .lead here..: -, ; :

“ The official vote as announced

by the County Democratic Execu-

tive Committee was as follows:
deGraffenried -~ 2361
Wallace' . . > (01553
. Only 'one other South Alabama
county, Coambers, ‘and -only ' 10

fenried ‘a majority. - L
- Like the state as a whale, Ma- |
con County had an unexpectediy
heavy vote for a run-off primsary.
Tne vote Tuesday was only 364
less than the first primary, when
s large number of county races
tended to stimulate interest.

"’ In other races Tuesday Bert

over Jim Allen by a slim margin.
The vote was Haltom 1839, Allen
1,812, State-wide Allen -swept to

a  com ding victory for iHiet

the attorney general’s race, de-
feating Willard Livingston 2,277
to 1,499, Flowers also Was winner

" Qver the state the veteran

Mobile, was elminated in the uni-
que 9-8 Congressional race made
necessary because Alabama is los-
ing a Congressman due to its loss
of position in the 1960 census.
In ‘Macon County, however,
George  Andrews was the low
candidate, a result also due to
the heavy vobe against him in the
large Tuskegee boxes.©
Votes for the nine Congres-
sional candidates. were Albert:
Rains’ 3,565; Kenneth A. Roberts!
3,561 George Grant 3,553; George '
Huddleston, Jr., 3,522; ‘Armistead
L. Selden, Jr., 3,474; Carl Ellict
31447; Bob Jones 3,152; Frank




