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JAMES DOUGLAS BROWN, CLERK

¥Mr. Charles @. Gomillion, President
Tuskegee Clvic Association
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Sir:

I have your telegram with reference
to the Anti-Poll Tax Bill and am glad to have
this expression of your views, though I can not
agree with them.

our government was established as
a republic with clearly defined powers retained
by the people of the states. This principle of
local self-government is one of the most wvital
bulwarks of liberty, for government from afar 1s
inconsistent with individual freedom and too
remote from the people.

To preserve the principle of local
self-government, our constitution provided that
each state should determine who should vote.
Only the time, place, and manner of holding
elections for national offices are subject to
regulation by the federal government. In my
opinion the Anti-Poll Tax Bill is an invasion of
the right of state and local self-government which

is protected by the constitution.
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The merits or demerits of the poll

tax are not of great enoush importance to justify

an abandonment of the principle of local self-

sovernment. Therefore, abandonment of the poll

tax 1is & matter that must be left to the decision

~ =

of the states.

Sincerely yours,




Tuskegee Civiec Association
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama
Avgust 20, 1942

Honorable Henry B, Stesgall, Chairmen
Committee on Banking and Currency
House of Representatives ;
Congress of the United States-
Washington, Ds Ce

My dear Sir:

I thank you for your letter of August 18 in which you set
forth your attitude toward the Anti-Poll Tax B5ill, but regrel very
mich that your views and attitude do not agree with those of the
members of our Association, Believing that the abolition of the Poll
Tax as a requisite for voting will strengihen the democratic process,
we must continue our efforts to have the law repealed.

Respectfully yours,

Charles G, Gomillion
President
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
November 17, 1941 ...... "Economics for the Negro Masses"
January 12, 1942 ...... "The Role of Negro Youth in the Present Social Order"

February 9, 1942 ,..... "The Role of the Negro Church in the Community"

March 9, 1942 ...... "ramatics in the Negro Community"
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Tuskegee Civic Association
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama
Yovember 1, 1942

Dear Mémber:

You are requested to pafticipate in the observance of American Education
Week in the auditorium of the High School Building, Sunday afternoon, Novem—
ber 8, at 3:00 o'clock. Prineipal participants on the program will include
semg of Tuskegec Institute's most outstanding students, among whom will be
Elisabeth Alford, member of the Institut e Council on Campus Life, SNYC del-
egate to the recens NAACD.Student Conference, and writer of verse; William
Dobson, ‘President of the Junior Class, and former member of the Sunday School
Council} Lafayette Frederick, Editor of the Campus Digest; Theodore Gipson,
President of $he Junior-Sanior Sunday School Class, and President of the Sun-
day School Council; Gwendolyn Gomillion,-valedictorian of her high school
graduating class, winner of the AKA Scholarship prize, tha American Legion
Scholarship Medal, and first prize in the Trinity Oratorical Contest; Lovette
Washington, President of the Tuskegee Institute Council of the SNYC, former
member of the Sunday School Council, student member of the Natiomal Execu-
tive Council of the YWCA, and frequent delegate to youth conferences; and
Rese Williamson, keen student and analyst of civie life in the Tuskegee Com-
munity, i

The meeting should be of'speciél interast to students of ecucation,
public school teachers, parents, and community leaders, Invito some one to
accompany you,

Sincercly yjz?ﬁ,‘{, ;
éﬁﬂyl // /[’/(p‘ﬂ‘f‘—’—
“harles G. Gomillion

President
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Sincercly yougps, :
'L L7 éﬁ [/ﬂ’ﬂ “ﬂ“”’
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